
Annual Report 
Western Great 
Lakes Bird and Bat 
Observatory, Inc.

wglbbo.com



2 3Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory, Inc. wglbbo.com

About the 
Observatory
The Western Great Lakes Bird and 
Bat Observatory, Inc., a 501(c)(3) 
tax-exempt organization, is the  
only Wisconsin organization 
conducting both offshore and  
near-shore waterbird monitoring 
and the only full-time bird 
observatory on Lake Michigan. 

It is also one of North America’s 
newest bird observatories. It 
was founded by Wisconsin 
Conservation Hall of Fame inductee 
Dr. Noel J. Cutright in 2010. 

In July of that year, he emailed the 
following message to friends and 
colleagues: “My dream is to turn 
the Squires Golf Course clubhouse 
in Ozaukee County that is owned 
by the Ozaukee Washington 
Land Trust into the building that 
would house the Midwest Bird 
Observatory. You are the first 
persons that I've shared this  
dream with. Reaction?”

The response was overwhelmingly 
positive, and Noel immediately 
set to work contacting potential 
funders and supporters and refining 
the Observatory’s geographic focus 
and mission. 

By October 2010, his organization 
had become the Western Great 

Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory, 
and ornithologist William Mueller 
had become its first staff member. 
Squires Golf Course had been 
converted into Forest Beach 
Migratory Preserve, and the 
Observatory had established 
its headquarters in the former 
clubhouse. And with the Ozaukee 
Washington Land Trust acting as its 
fiscal agent, the young Observatory 
soon embarked on a wide range of 
research and outreach activities. 

It conducted waterfowl/waterbird 
surveys on Lake Michigan; it 
helped plan and launch the 
Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas II; 
and it assumed leading roles in 
the Wisconsin Bird Conservation 
Initiative, Bird City Wisconsin, and 
the Midwest Landbird Migration 
Monitoring Network, now known as 
the Midwest Migration Network. 

In 2013, the Observatory formed  
a steering committee, chaired by 
Carl Schwartz, to set short- and 
long-term goals, draft mission and 
vision statements, and plan such 
landmark events as the annual 
celebration of World Migratory  
Bird Day, the annual scientific 
meetings of the Midwest Migration 
Network, and the Southeastern 
Wisconsin Conservation Summit, 

which was held for the first time  
in November 2017. 

Even more important, the  
steering committee set in  
motion the actions that would 
secure the Observatory’s  
structural and financial 
independence. It drafted and 
adopted articles of incorporation 
that were endorsed by the State 
of Wisconsin in September 
2017. It adopted bylaws formally 
establishing a Board of Directors, 
and it elected officers. And it 
applied for and received federal 
recognition of exemption under 
the Internal Revenue Code and 
certification as a charitable 
organization by the State  
of Wisconsin. 

Donors who believe in the 
Observatory’s mission of 
conducting coordinated research, 
monitoring, and education to 
advance the conservation of 
birds and bats in the western 
Great Lakes region no longer 
have to send their checks to 
the Ozaukee Washington Land 
Trust; they can contribute to the 
Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat 
Observatory, Inc., directly. (See 
“How to Donate,” page 15.) All 
contributions are tax-deductible.

Our generous  
supporters

The Observatory has 
accomplished much since 
2010, when it was founded 
by Dr. Noel J. Cutright, but it 
couldn't have done anything 
without the generous support 
of the foundations and other 
organizations listed below.

—

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Great Lakes Commission, via 
the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative

Arthur J. Donald Family 
Foundation, Inc.

Wisconsin Society for 
Ornithology, Inc.

We Energies Foundation

Wisconsin Department of  
Natural Resources

James E. Dutton Foundation

Natural Resources 
Foundation of Wisconsin

Rusinow Family Foundation

Windway Foundation, Inc.

Milwaukee Audubon Society

Friends of Cedarburg Bog

Maihaugen Foundation

Ozaukee Washington  
Land Trust

wglbbo.org

Website

#WGLBBO

Twitter

facebook.com/wglbbo

Facebook

#WGLBBO

Instagram

Michael Schlotfeldt

Assistant to the Director

Board of Directors

Leakhena Au
Glen Fredlund, Ph.D.
Shawn Graff
Joel Greenberg
Charles Hagner (Chair)
Robert Holzrichter
Joanne Kline

Terry Knudsen
Jill Kunsmann
Kate Redmond
Julia Robson
Sue Schumacher
Carl Schwartz

Noel J. Cutright, Ph.D.

Founder

William P. Mueller

Director

Stay up to date with the Observatory by signing up for our 
bimonthly email newsletter. It contains news about research 
and monitoring, updates from Forest Beach Migratory Preserve, 
details about upcoming events, and volunteer and citizen-science 
opportunities. Subscriptions are free. To sign up, visit our website 
(wglbbo.org) or send your email address to friends@wglbbo.org.

Sign up for  
our newsletter
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In 2010, when 
Dr. Noel J. 
Cutright joined 
forces with 
the Ozaukee 
Washington 
Land Trust and 
its executive 
director at the 
time, Shawn 

Graff, to launch the Observatory, they knew 
that the two entities together would equal 
more than the sum of their parts. But Noel 
and Shawn also looked forward to the day 
when the Observatory would gain sufficient 
strength and support to move out from under 
OWLT’s umbrella and achieve structural and 
financial independence. 

That day, I’m happy to report, has arrived. 

Thanks to Shawn’s counsel as a member 
of our Board of Directors, thanks to the 
cooperation of his successor at the land 
trust, Tom Stolp, and thanks to many hours 
of determined work by Observatory Director 
Bill Mueller and the Observatory’s Board of 
Directors, we are now a fully independent 
501(c)(3) research, monitoring, education,  
and advocacy organization. 

The Observatory couldn’t have had a better 
parent organization and fiduciary agent than 
OWLT as it got started, and we’re grateful 

Letter from the  
board chair

that the land trust remains by our side as we 
go forward, but in 2018 we’re managing our 
own payroll, grants, insurance, and expenses, 
writing our own checks, updating our own 
database, and sending our own donor 
acknowledgment letters. 

The hard work that made all that possible was 
completed in 2017, most of it in the fall, after 
the State of Wisconsin endorsed our Articles 
of Incorporation and the Observatory’s Board 
of Directors formally adopted bylaws and 
reorganized, choosing me to be Board Chair 
and seating three talented and well-qualified 
fellow officers: 

Retired CPA Bob Holzrichter became 
Treasurer; Jill Kunsmann, whose family has 
lived adjacent to Forest Beach Migratory 
Preserve for 60 years and who recently 
retired as director of the Outreach 
Department of the Milwaukee Institute of 
Art & Design, became Secretary; and Sue 
Schumacher, principal ecological scientist 
at We Energies, became Vice Chair. I am 
honored to serve with them. 

Becoming Board Chair means trying to  
fill the big shoes of outgoing chair Carl 
Schwartz, one of two people handpicked 
by Noel to realize his dream of a first-class 
conservation organization headquartered at 
the Preserve. (The other was Bill Mueller.) 
Carl chaired the steering committee formed 

in 2013 to guide the Observatory’s early 
years. He has been a driving force  
behind the second Wisconsin Breeding  
Bird Atlas, our International Migratory 
Bird Day celebration, and the inaugural 
Southeastern Wisconsin Conservation 
Summit. He has been instrumental to the 
Observatory’s management and fundraising. 
And fortunately for us, he continues to serve 
as a member of the Board. We can’t thank 
him enough for all he’s done. 

Another person we can’t thank enough  
is Dr. Bryan Lenz, our Chief Scientist  
since 2014. Bryan was instrumental to  
the success of the Midwest Migration 
Network and the Conservation Summit and 
to the launch of our new aerial insectivore 
initiative, and he has worked tirelessly, and 
effectively, to raise awareness throughout 
the region of the mortal threat that collisions 
pose to birds. His success on the regional 
stage bodes well for what he’ll do in his new 
position: Bird Collisions Campaign Manager 
at the American Bird Conservancy. We’re 
sorry to see him go but wish him nothing  
but success, as the lives of so many birds 
surely depend on it. 

— Charles Hagner, Board Chair
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Wisconsin Breeding  
Bird Atlas II
The third season of the second 
Wisconsin Breeding Bird Atlas 
concluded in 2017. Like the first 
two, it was a huge success. At 
the close of 2017, 1,430 observers 
had submitted 88,500 checklists, 
describing observations of 4.9 
million birds of 239 species and 
confirming breeding by 224 
species. The Observatory’s  
founder, Dr. Noel J. Cutright,  
was a driving force behind the 
launch of the second Atlas, and  
the Observatory, along with  
the Wisconsin Society for 
Ornithology and Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources, 
is a coordinator of the project. 
Director Mueller serves on four 
Atlas standing committees.  
Funded by generous grants  
from the Wisconsin Citizen- 
based Monitoring Network  
and the Wisconsin Coastal 
Management Program, he has 
given dozens of informational  
and training workshops across  
the state since 2014.

Milwaukee Harbor  
Mid-Winter Surveys
Once a week between December 
15, 2016, and February 15, 2017, 
Director Mueller surveyed 

2017  
highlights

waterfowl overwintering at nine 
locations in Milwaukee Bay and  
the Inner Harbor. The surveys 
were performed on a contract 
through field biologist Dr. Gary 
Casper and incorporated into his 
work on the Milwaukee Area of 
Concern project, an initiative of the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. A paper  
is in preparation. 

Waterbird Watch

Every spring and fall since 2014, the 
Observatory has counted the birds 
that move along the west shore of 
Lake Michigan from a watch site 
in Harrington Beach State Park, 
in Ozaukee County. Technician 
Calvin Brennan has conducted the 
watch for the past eight seasons. 
In spring 2017 (March 1–May 20), 
he tallied 176,136 migrants and 
recorded 175 species, including 
Harlequin Duck, possibly two 
Neotropic Cormorants, a Virginia 

Rail, Whimbrels, a Marbled Godwit, 
a Franklin's Gull, and an extremely 
rare California Gull. In fall 2017, 
Calvin stayed at the watch site from 
September 1 to December 5, longer 
than in previous years. He recorded 
219,747 individual birds and 172 
species, the highest of the past 
seven seasons. Among the species 
were Harlequin Duck, Neotropic 
Cormorant, Pomarine and Parasitic 
Jaegers, Black-legged Kittiwake, 
and Arctic Tern.

Scientific presentations 
Between 2010 and 2014, the 
Observatory and partners 
conducted offshore waterfowl/
waterbird surveys over Lake 
Michigan via aircraft, producing 
detailed assessments of the 
distribution and abundance of 
Long-tailed Ducks and other birds 
in deep waters up to 10 miles 
offshore. A poster describing 
selected results of the surveys was 
presented at the sixth International 
Sea Duck Conference, held on 
February 6–9, 2017, in Tiburon,  
near San Francisco. Director 
Mueller also made a presentation 
about the Observatory’s offshore 
surveys, Waterbird Watch, and 
Milwaukee Harbor Mid-Winter 
Surveys at the Great Lakes Sea 
Duck Meeting held on July 9–11, 
2017, at the Winous Point Marsh 
Conservancy, in Port Clinton, Ohio.

Top 10 Waterbird Watch species

Spring 2017

1.	 Red-breasted Merganser	 41,274

2. 	 Bonaparte's Gull	 30,854

3. 	 Herring Gull	 17,914

4. 	 Ring-billed Gull	 14,386

5. 	 Common Tern	 12,403

6. 	 Greater Scaup	 11,705

7. 	 Double-crested Cormorant	 11,183

8. 	 Lesser Scaup	 6,059

9. 	 Caspian Tern	 5,591

10. 	 Long-tailed Duck	 3,605

Total individuals	 176,136
Total species	 175

Fall 2017

1.	 Red-breasted Merganser	 157,711

2. 	 Ring-billed Gull	 17,541

3. 	 Double-crested Cormorant	 9,478

4. 	 Canada Goose	 7,788

5. 	 Herring Gull	 7,007

6. 	 Mallard	 2,303

7. 	 Greater Scaup	 2,258

8. 	 Long-tailed Duck	 1,882

9. 	 Lesser Scaup	 1,179

10. 	 Common Loon	 977

Total individuals	 219,747
Total species	 172

7wglbbo.com

International Migratory 
Bird Day
The Observatory celebrated 
International Migratory Bird Day 
and raised funds for the Great 
Wisconsin Birdathon at the same 
time on May 20. More than 130 
attendees enjoyed a live-raptor 
show, bug hotels, a discussion 
about pesticides and their harmful 
effects on birds, a native plant 
sale, and an ecological rummage 
sale. Attendees also found 89 bird 
species during tours of Forest 
Beach Migratory Preserve led 
by retired U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
biologist Joel Trick, Waterbird 
Watch technician Calvin Brennan, 
and Director Mueller, and during 
a field trip to nearby Harrington 
Beach State Park led by Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources 
ecologists Rich and Amy Staffen. 

International  
Bird Observatory 
Conference

A nice geographic location near  
a population center, good physical 
facilities, interesting birds to study, 
relevant and socially rewarding 
programs, talented scientists, 
and high-quality and consistent 
research — these are the basic 
requirements of a successful bird 
observatory, and the Western  
Great Lakes Bird and Bat 
Observatory, Inc., has them all. 
That was a key takeaway for 
Board Member Carl Schwartz 
from the second International 
Bird Observatory Conference 
in Cape May, New Jersey, 
October 26–29. The conference 
drew 120 participants from 66 
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Four new species  
at the Preserve 
 
 
In 2017, an arctic-nesting 
gull, a drab vireo, and a 
hawk usually found out west 
increased the number of bird 
species recorded  
at Forest Beach Migratory 
Preserve from 252 to 255, 
but a swan spotted in the 
Preserve’s largest pond early 
in spring 2018 suggests that 
additions could happen at any 
time. 

No. 253	 
Iceland Gull,  
April 16

No. 254	 
Bell’s Vireo,  
June 15

No. 255	 
Swainson’s Hawk,  
September 27

No. 256 
Trumpeter Swan,  
April 16, 2018

organizations in 16 countries. 
“While there certainly are much 
larger institutions with much larger 
staffs with missions similar to ours,” 
Carl reported, “we have staff, a 
respectable budget, a strong  
board, and solid projects.” 

Banding station
Directed by Master Bander Al 
Sherkow and led by Jana Viel, 
the Observatory’s banding team 
banded 20 times at Forest Beach 
Migratory Preserve during 2017, 
capturing 99 birds on May 10, 
72 birds on May 15, and 79 birds 
on October 8, the last fall date. 
Seventy-three species were netted 
in all, seven of which (Golden-
winged Warbler, Least Flycatcher, 
Red-headed Woodpecker, 
Dickcissel, Eastern Meadowlark, 
Wood Thrush, and Western Palm 
Warbler) are on Wisconsin’s list of 
Species of Greatest Conservation 
Need. Two individuals offered 
especially persuasive evidence of 
the Preserve’s importance. The first 
was an Eastern Meadowlark caught 
on May 10. Close examination 
revealed not only that it was a 
male but also that it was trying to 
breed. (The Preserve’s restored 
grasslands are the summer home 
of Dickcissels, Sedge Wrens, 
and Savannah and Clay-colored 
Sparrows as well as meadowlarks.) 
The second was a migrant Black-
throated Blue Warbler banded at 
the end of September. The team 
captured it twice. The first time,  
the warbler was running on empty; 
it had no observable stored fat.  
A week later, in-hand study 
revealed fat in the hollow of its 

furcula (wishbone) and under its 
wings. The Observatory thanks 
volunteers Dave Sikorski, Lora 
Loke, Diane Weaver, Judi Kistler, 
Rick Hill, Vicki Piaskowski, Debbie 
Hartmann, Stephanie Beilke, 
Amanda Carpenter, Suzanne 
Kaehler, Dick Nikolai, Julia  
Robson, Mike Schlotfeldt, Joan 
Sommer, Robin Squier, Maria 
Terres, and Rachel Van Dam for 
their invaluable assistance. 

Southeastern Wisconsin 
Conservation Summit
A main goal of the first-ever 
Southeastern Wisconsin 
Conservation Summit, held 
November 3–4 at Forest Beach 
Migratory Preserve, was fostering 
the kind of information sharing 
that's essential to advancing the 
conservation of Wisconsin’s birds, 
bats, and other hard-pressed 
creatures, not to mention the 
restoration of valuable lands and 
waterways. Over 180 attendees 
heard 47 presentations and 
viewed 31 posters on the wide 
array of conservation work being 
done locally. A major focus was 
biodiversity and conservation in 
the Milwaukee Estuary. Speakers 
described the status of the area’s 
mussels and burrowing crayfish, 
dragonflies and damselflies, 
mammals, and birds. Other 
speakers addressed restoration 
work in Milwaukee’s Grant Park; 
historical changes in populations 
of Black Terns; preservation of 
the Root-Pike and Nippersink 
Creek Watersheds; the mapping 
of oak ecosystems in southeastern 
Wisconsin; birds’ use of Cedarburg 
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Bog State Natural Area, in Ozaukee 
County; the dragonflies of Forest 
Beach Migratory Preserve; and 
other topics.  

Midwest Migration 
Network
On November 18, just two  
weeks after hosting the inaugural 
Southeastern Wisconsin 
Conservation Summit, Director 
Mueller and Chief Scientist Bryan 
Lenz filled the clubhouse at Forest 
Beach Migratory Preserve with 
another successful and important 
event — the annual meeting of the 
Midwest Migration Network. Forty-
one scientists from throughout 
the Great Lakes region attended, 
and another dozen participated 
by phone. They broke into three 
working groups to tackle MMN’s 
principal research initiatives: 
banding and ground surveys,  
radar and acoustic monitoring, 
and telemetry. The Observatory is 
a principal leader of the network, 
which was formed in 2014 to 
coordinate the efforts of monitoring 
stations, research programs, and 
stakeholders working to conserve 
landbirds that migrate through the 
Midwest. In October 2016, MMN 
hosted a workshop as part of the 
State of Stopover Symposium  
in Milwaukee. 

Avoiding bird-window 
collisions
Hoping to reduce Wisconsin’s 
contribution to the alarming 
number of birds killed in collisions 
with buildings every year, the 

29  
species captured  
on May 10, 2017 

Hermit Thrush	 3

Wood Thrush	 1

Ruby-crowned Kinglet	 18

Brown-headed Cowbird	 2

Red-winged Blackbird	 3

Eastern Meadowlark	 1

Scarlet Tanager	 1

Red-headed Woodpecker	 1

Hairy Woodpecker	 1

Gray Catbird	 2

Brown Thrasher	 1

White-throated Sparrow	 15

Swamp Sparrow	 10

Savannah Sparrow	 1

Song Sparrow	 3

Clay-colored Sparrow	 3

Orange-crowned Warbler	 1

Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler	 3

Palm Warbler (Western)	 2

Black-and-white Warbler	 4

American Redstart	 1

Northern Waterthrush	 1

Common Yellowthroat	 3

Ovenbird	 5

American Goldfinch	 6

American Robin	 1

House Wren	 1

Black-capped Chickadee	 4

Blue-headed Vireo	 1
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Critically imperiled 
dragonfly observed 
three years straight 
 
The critically imperiled 
Spatterdock Darner 
(Rhionaeschna mutata) is 
one of Wisconsin’s rarest 
dragonflies. For a quarter 
century since it was first 
recorded in Marquette 
County in June 1989, it had 
been observed at only a 
handful of sites in Waukesha 
and Walworth Counties. But 
in 2015 it was photographed 
at Forest Beach Migratory 
Preserve, home of the 
Western Great Lakes Bird and 
Bat Observatory, and then it 
was recorded there again not 
only the following year but 
last year, too, making it three 
years in a row. Will there be a 
fourth? A lack of spatterdock 
plants at the Preserve doesn’t 
jibe with the dragonfly’s 
historic habitat preferences, 
so we’re not counting on it, 
but we’ll be keeping an eye 
on the Clubhouse Pond.

Observatory in 2017 launched 
an outreach program targeted 
at architects, builders, and 
other decision makers who 
are considering new buildings 
or building retrofits. The goal 
was to raise awareness and 
implementation of strategies and 
materials that have been proven 
to prevent window collisions. An 
outgrowth of the program was a 
partnership with the American Bird 
Conservancy, Bird City Wisconsin, 
and the Department of Geography 
and Institute for Ecological Design 
at the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee. The partnership 
is developing new products 
to study and alleviate window 
collisions, using decals to retrofit 
problem windows in the School of 
Architecture and Urban Planning at 
UWM, and engaging in productive 
conversations about how the 
group’s bird-saving efforts might be 
scaled up and expanded to other 
universities and the general public. 

Bat monitoring

Director Mueller and board 
member Robert Holzrichter  
once again participated in acoustic 
surveys as part of the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources’ 
Wisconsin Bat Program. Using 
devices that detect bats’ ultrasonic 
echolocation calls, they and other 
surveyors recorded bat activity 
while driving transects in diverse 
regions of the state. According to 
the DNR, volunteers conducted 
430 surveys in 52 counties in 2017, 
recording more than 98,000 files. 
Of those, 11,449 could be identified 
to species. Big brown bat was 
identified in 39.6% of files, followed 
by little brown (24.8%), eastern 

red (16.9%), hoary (15.2%), silver-
haired (2.3%), eastern pipistrelle 
(1%), and northern long-eared and 
evening (0.1% each). Many regional 
coordinators and volunteers 
reported noticeable decreases 
in bat activity on routes that are 
monitored regularly. The declines 
are thought to reflect the effects  
of white-nose syndrome.
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The  
year ahead
Urban birds
In 2018, the Observatory will  
work with Milwaukee’s Urban 
Ecology Center and other  
partners on a new monitoring  
and research project focusing  
on Chimney Swifts and Common 
Nighthawks in Milwaukee. The 
project will seek to shed light on 
the plight of fast-declining aerial 
insectivores, birds that feed on 
insects captured on the wing.  
This will be a cooperative 
agreement with the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, whose 
involvement is expected throughout 
the project. Additional aspects 
include continued work on bird-
window collisions and a joint 
workshop with the Urban Ecology 
Center on providing habitat for 
birds in urban backyards. 

Motus network

Motus is a semi-permanent  
network of tower-mounted 
receivers that allow researchers  
to track the movement of birds  
and other animals equipped with 
small, lightweight radio-transmitter 
tags. Over 350 Motus receivers  
are gathering data in the United 
States today. Most are located 
along the East Coast and in 
southern Ontario. Stations dot  
the western edge of Lake Erie,  

and a single tower stands  
on the shore of Lake Superior  
at Whitefish Point, on 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, 
but there are no other stations 
in the western Great Lakes 
region. To address this, the 
Observatory is working 
with the Midwest Migration 
Network and the Wisconsin 
Society for Ornithology, the 
Madison Audubon Society, the 
Milwaukee Zoo, Mary Korkor, 
and other partners to develop 
a network of Motus towers 
in Wisconsin. Thanks to the 
Rusinow Family Foundation, 
Forest Beach Migratory 
Preserve in 2018 will become 
the first host of a Motus tower 
west of Lake Michigan. 

Monarch Butterfly 
Initiative 
Families and especially  
children are invited as we 
attempt to reestablish habitat 
required by Monarch butterflies 
at three events at Forest 
Beach Migratory Preserve. 
The first will be on May 20, 
World Migratory Bird Day 
(above), when we will sell native 
milkweed species that serve 
as host plants for the Monarch 
caterpillar, as well as plants 
that provide nectar for adult 
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butterflies. Then, on June 16,  
we will participate in Treasures  
of Oz by offering native plants  
for sale and hosting experts 
to guide attendees in planning 
butterfly habitats. And on August 
25, we will host a Monarch butterfly 
celebration at which attendees will 
take guided tours of the restored 
prairie, join in family-oriented crafts 
to support pollinators, and tag and 
release Monarch butterflies. Our 
Monarch initiative is supported 
by a generous grant from the We 
Energies Foundation. 

 
 

World Migratory  
Bird Day

The Observatory will celebrate 
World Migratory Bird Day  
(formerly International Migratory 
Bird Day) on May 20, 2018, at 
Forest Beach Migratory Preserve. 
Attendees will get to see live birds 
of prey; hear talks about the Year 
of the Bird, gardening with native 
plants, wildlife photography, and 
raising Monarch butterflies; go on 
guided bird hikes; and choose from 
hundreds of native plants, including 
three native milkweed species 
that serve as host plants for the 
Monarch butterflies.

Southeastern Wisconsin 
Conservation Summit
On November 2–3, 2018, 
the Observatory will invite 
a broad cross-section of the 
ecological community to the 
second Southeastern Wisconsin 
Conservation Summit at Forest 
Beach Migratory Preserve, where 
they will present examples of past, 
current, and future research and 
monitoring, conservation advocacy, 
and ecological restoration. The goal 
of the second summit, like that of 
the first, is to foster collaboration 
by providing an introduction to 
the people who are conducting 
excellent ecological work in 
southeastern Wisconsin. The 
summit will be open to the public.

American Kestrel  
Nest Box Project
The Observatory is the Wisconsin 
coordinator of the American Kestrel 
Partnership, a program organized 
and managed by The Peregrine 
Fund to understand and halt the 
small falcon’s ongoing population 
declines across its geographic 
range. To provide researchers with 
a large number of observations 
and nesting data, we collect input 
from an expanding group of partner 
organizations and individuals across 
the state who deploy and monitor 
nest boxes. In 2018, the project 
will expand, and two meetings will 
be held in Wisconsin to organize 
partner efforts and improve data 
collection. The Observatory is 
helping to organize both meetings. 

Wisconsin Bird 
Conservation Initiative: 
Bird City Wisconsin 
Meeting

S.O.S. for Our Flying Bug Eaters,  
the third biannual meeting of Bird 
City Wisconsin and the Wisconsin 
Bird Conservation Initiative, will  
be held September 6–8, 2018,  
at the Ingleside Hotel in Pewaukee. 
The meeting will focus on current 
research and conservation 
focused on the declines in aerial 
insectivores, including Chimney 
Swifts, Common Nighthawks, 
swallows, forest flycatchers,  
and bats, and on population  
trends for the insects that bug 
eaters depend on. The meeting  
is open to the public. 

The Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory, Inc., likes to think of its friends and 
supporters as investors in conservation science, and we are enormously grateful for the  
support they have shown for our work through the years and especially in 2017. No fewer 
than 69 investor friends responded generously to our year-end appeal, which raised $14,921, 
a record. They are listed below, along with all the organizations and other individuals who 
donated or provided grant funding to the Observatory in 2017.

Above $10,000
Ronald Horn

Lynde Uihlein

U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service

$5,001–10,000
James E. Dutton 
Foundation, Inc.

Natural Resources 
Foundation of 
Wisconsin

Wisconsin Society 
for Ornithology, 
Inc.

$1,001–5,000
Robert Holzrichter

Howard and Susan 
Hopwood

Terry Knudsen

Carl and Barbara 
Dembski Schwartz

We Energies 
Foundation

$501–1,000
Richard Albert

Jane Dennis

Shawn Graff

Charles Hagner 
and Julie Landes

Barbie Hughes

Jill Kunsmann

Maihaugen 
Foundation, Inc.

William Mueller

Yukiko Nyhan

Kate Redmond

Levi Wood

Up to $500
Douglas Aanes

Elizabeth Abert

Huda Alkaff

Michelle Allison

Margaret Amato

Howard Aprill

Leakhena Au

Drew Ballantyne

Jill Bedford

Jamie Bedupre

Danielle Bell
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How to donate

The Western Great Lakes Bird and 
Bat Observatory, Inc., is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization organized 
and existing under the laws of 
Wisconsin. Our federal tax ID is  
82-2924873.

The Observatory is soliciting 
partners, sponsors, and donors  
for several major coordinated 
research, monitoring, and 
education projects, including  
the Motus network, the Wisconsin 
Breeding Bird Atlas II, the Midwest 
Migration Network, the American 
Kestrel Partnership, the Waterbird 
Watch, bat monitoring, the  
banding station, and others.  
By donating, you show support  
for the Observatory’s goal of 
advancing the conservation of 
birds and bats in Wisconsin and 
throughout the Western Great 
Lakes Region. To donate, visit  
our website or send a check to  
this address:

Western Great Lakes Bird  
and Bat Observatory, Inc. 
4970 Country Club Rd.  
Port Washington, WI 53074 

Endowment

The Western Great Lakes Bird 
and Bat Observatory Fund is a 
permanent endowment that was 
created to provide a perpetual 
source of funding to advance the 
conservation of birds and bats 
in Wisconsin and throughout the 
Western Great Lakes Region. The 

endowment is managed by the 
Natural Resources Foundation of 
Wisconsin. Contributions to the 
Fund are tax-deductible and can 
be made either by donating online 
at www.wisconservation.org or by 
sending a check to this address:

Natural Resources  
Foundation of Wisconsin 
Attn: Western Great Lakes  
Bird and Bat Observatory Fund 
P.O. Box 2317, Madison, WI 53701 

Charitable rollover

IRA owners age 70½ or over may 
transfer up to $100,000 per year 
tax-free directly to an eligible 
charity such as the Observatory, 
so long as the gift is complete 
on or before December 31 of the 
calendar year in which the IRA 
owner chooses to utilize the IRA 
charitable rollover gift vehicle for 
tax purposes. To make a transfer, 
have a check mailed to this address:

Natural Resources  
Foundation of Wisconsin 
Attn: Western Great Lakes  
Bird and Bat Observatory Fund 
P.O. Box 2317, Madison, WI 53701

Be sure to include a letter that 
states your name and the purpose 
of your gift (e.g., Western Great 
Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory 
Fund) and notes that it is a qualified 
charitable distribution from your 
retirement plan. Contact your tax 
professional before you make any 
such contribution. 

Bequest

If you care for the Observatory 
and want to help support it for 
future generations, consider 
leaving a legacy gift behind by 
including the Western Great 
Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory 
Fund in your estate plan. To leave 
a bequest to the Fund, simply 
incorporate the following language 
in your estate plans:

“I give [describe the gift] to the 
Natural Resources Foundation  
of Wisconsin [federal tax id # 39-
1572034], a nonprofit corporation 
organized and existing under the 
laws of Wisconsin and with a 
principal mailing address of P.O. 
Box 2317, Madison, WI 53701.  
This gift shall be designated to  
the Western Great Lakes Bird  
and Bat Observatory Fund.”

Donations to the Western Great 
Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory, 
Inc., are tax-deductible. For more 
information on how to make a 
gift or a bequest, contact the 
Observatory via our website or 
(414) 698-9108.

Balance sheet
Annual revenues

Government grants $38,210

Foundations/organizations $65,864

Individuals and other funding sources $50,719

Total revenues $154,793

Annual expenses

Wages, contractors, and expenses $122,384

Utilities and internet $1,313

Grant administration $1,248

Other $15,733

Total expenses $140,678

Total working capital available — End of period $79,383

Endowment fund
Revenue accounts and contributions $300

Investment earnings $382

Total revenue accounts $682

Expense accounts fund administrative fee ($202)

Investment earnings $1,674

Ending balance as of December 31, 2017 $17,996

14 Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory, Inc.
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Address 
Western Great Lakes Bird  
and Bat Observatory, Inc. 
4970 Country Club Rd. 
Port Washington, Wisconsin 53074

Phone 
(262) 285-3374  /  (414) 698-9108

Photos: Long-eared Owl (cover), Long-tailed Duck, Scarlet Tanager, Monarch butterfly on milkweed, and Blackburnian Warbler by 
Joel A. Trick. Eastern Meadowlark by Gualberto Becerra. Red-breasted Merganser and Trumpeter Swan by Corey Hayes. Spatterdock 
Darner in LaGrange County, Indiana, by Matt Weldon. Wildflowers at Forest Beach Migratory Preserve by William Mueller.

To learn more about the Observatory, its research projects, and volunteer 
opportunities, to request a public speaker, and to get driving directions,  
visit our website.

To sign up for the Observatory’s free bimonthly e-newsletter, visit our 
website or send your email address to friends@wglbbo.org.

Contact us

Email 
friends@wglbbo.org

Website 
wglbbo.org

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/wglbbo

Follow us on Twitter 
@wglbbo

Follow us on Instagram 
@wglbbo


