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Neighborhood Habitat 
Improvement Project

Sprayed with chemicals, devoid  
of native plants, and unable to  
support insects and the birds that 
depend on them, suburban lawns  
can be ecological wastelands, but  
they don’t have to be. The multi- 
year Neighborhood Habitat 
Improvement Project, one of our  
two Pillar Projects, seeks to inspire  
and empower Port Washington 
residents to create more hospitable 
spaces for birds and pollinators.

The Observatory launched the 
project in 2020, when we surveyed 
about a hundred households and 
gave away milkweed starter kits. In 
2021, we’ll recruit more volunteers 
and begin collecting baseline data 
about birds and plantings. Working 
with the Port Washington community, 
including families, students, regional 

Motus

The Observatory’s second Pillar 
Project is a collaborative initiative 
aimed at facilitating the integration  
of the Motus Wildlife Tracking  
System into the E-STEM (environment, 
science, technology, engineering, 
math) curriculums of environmental 
educators around the state. The 
initiative has two important goals: 
giving students the opportunity to 
learn cutting-edge technologies  
while gaining real-life experience  
with scientific research, and helping  
us expand Wisconsin’s growing  
Motus network.

The Observatory also continues to 
facilitate the installation of Motus 
receivers in southern Wisconsin. 
Thanks to the dedicated efforts and 
generous support of diverse partners, 
four towers were erected in 2019 — 
at Forest Beach Migratory Preserve, 
Camp Whitcomb/Mason, Woodland 
Dunes Nature Center and Preserve, 

Pillar 
Projects

organizations, and local government, 
we’ll also train volunteers, establish a 
network of nest boxes, create model 
gardens in neighborhood parks, and 
provide virtual and socially distanced 
in-person instruction, all with the goal 
of reducing barriers to planting native 
plants while improving our scientific 
understanding of urbanization. Please 
join us! For more information, write  
to info@wglbbo.org.

Key partners

American 
Transmission Co.

Brico Fund 

Dorothy Inbusch 
Foundation 

James E. Dutton 
Foundation 

Natural Resources 
Foundation of 
Wisconsin 

Ozaukee County 
Planning and Parks 
Department

Port Washington 
Garden Club

Port Washington 
Parks and Recreation 
Department 

We Energies 
Foundation 

Wild Ones, 
Menomonee River 
Area Chapter

W. J.  
Niederkorn Library

Key partners

Afterglow Farm

Arthur J. Donald 
Family Foundation

Brico Fund

Davor Grgic

Kohler Trust for 
Preservation

Mary Korkor

Madison  
Audubon Society

Milwaukee County Zoo

Ozaukee Washington 
Land Trust

Rusinow Family 
Charitable Foundation

Wisconsin Society  
for Ornithology

Woodland Dunes 
Nature Center  
and Preserve

“I am so excited to launch the 
Neighborhood Habitat Improvement 
Project. It does what needs doing: 
bringing together partners and 
residents to take on-the-ground 
actions that help our birds.”

Jennifer Phillips-Vanderberg, PhD  
Science Director

and Eagle Valley Nature Preserve.  
In 2020, Madison Audubon Society 
and the Milwaukee County Zoo added 
to the network, installing receivers 
at Goose Pond Sanctuary and on the 
Zoo grounds, respectively, while the 
Observatory moved its receiver from 
Forest Beach Migratory Preserve to 
nearby Afterglow Farm.

Read more at wglbbo.org/ 
what-we-do/pillar-projects.
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1 Golden Eagle

25 Bald Eagles

309 Sharp-shinned Hawks

144 Merlins

14 Osprey

Sign up for our bimonthly e-newsletter at wglbbo.org  
to stay up to date about events and news.

“The Observatory continues its important 
work, a mix of conservation biology, public 
education, and advocacy, at a time when 
it is critical to learn new ways to monitor 
and protect our precious birds and other 
biological resources in Wisconsin and  
the Midwest.”

William Mueller 
Director Emeritus

Conservation  
Western Great Lakes 
Bird and Bat Observatory

877,529
We counted over 800,000 
waterbirds on Lake Michigan.

151,874 Spring 2018

186,972 Fall 2018

175,954 Spring 2019

158,066 Fall 2019

204,663 Spring 2020

We became a fiscal sponsor for Bird City 
Wisconsin, WBCP’s Important Bird Area 
program, and the Midwest Migration Network.

Conservation booster

Our offices are now in Port Washington, 
Nov. 2019.

We moved!

60 monarchs
We tagged and released dozens 
of Gen-5 butterflies, Aug. 2018.

243 species
We worked with WSO 
and Wisconsin DNR to 
document Wisconsin’s 243 
breeding birds, Oct. 2019

180 people
We hosted more than 180 people, 
including 70 students, at the third 
Southeastern Wisconsin Conservation 
Summit, Nov. 2019.

NHIP start
We mailed surveys to 1,000 Port Washington households 
and gave away milkweed starter kits to survey 
respondents.

50+
How many healthy 
chicks we counted 
in the Erv and Jane 
Dohmen Purple 
Martin Colony, 
July 2020.

2 towers
A pair of new Motus 
towers brought the 
number in our network  
to six, 2020.

We celebrated the 
accomplishments of retiring 
Director William Mueller and 
welcomed Science Director 
Jennifer Phillips-Vanderberg, 
Oct. 2019.

Our mission:  
To advance the conservation of birds in Wisconsin and throughout the Western Great 
Lakes Region through coordinated research, monitoring, and education.

1,151 birds of prey
We tallied over a thousand raptors at our  
fall hawk watch, 2019.
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Financial condition
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as of December 31, 2020

Staff

Jennifer Phillips-
Vanderberg, PhD 
Science Director

Sarah Stoll  
Administrative 
Assistant

William Mueller  
Director Emeritus

Board of 
directors

Leakhena Au

Shawn Graff

Charles Hagner  
Chair

Nancy Hintz

Bob Holzrichter  
Treasurer

Jill Kunsmann 
Secretary

Kate Redmond

Sue Schumacher 
Vice Chair

Carl Schwartz 
Past Chair

Bill Volkert

Contact us 

Western Great Lakes Bird  
and Bat Observatory 

116 W. Grand Ave., Ste. 207 
Port Washington, WI 53074

(262) 235-2570

info@wglbbo.org

facebook.com/wglbbo 
instagram.com/wglbbo

“Our supporters’  
passion for conservation 
inspires everything we do  
and encourages us even  
in the most challenging  
of times. We couldn’t  
thank them enough.”

Charles Hagner 
Board Chair

We are grateful to the following 
photographers, who granted 
permission to use their work: 
Courtney Celley/USFWS, Nancy 
Hintz, Mark Martin, and Peter 
Paton. Design by Ann Hagner 
(annhagner.com). 

To make a donation or learn about contributing to our endowment, making an IRA charitable 
rollover, or including the Observatory in your estate plans, go to wglbbo.org/donate.

Support the Observatory

Revenue Expenses
Total revenue: $114,131 Total expenses: $107,102

75% 	  Individuals

21% 	  Foundations

4% 	  Other

60% 	 Programs

27% 	 Administrative

13% 	  Funding

Total revenue generated by independent entities 
under our fiscal oversight: $35,158.

Total expenses incurred by independent entities 
under our fiscal oversight: $50,795.

How to donate
The Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat 
Observatory is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
organized and existing under the laws of 
Wisconsin. Our federal tax ID is 82-2924873. 
 
The Observatory is soliciting partners,  
sponsors, and donors for its pillar projects  
and other initiatives. By donating, not only  
do you show support of our goal of advancing  
the conservation of birds, pollinators, and 
Monarchs in Wisconsin and throughout the 
Western Great Lakes Region, but you become  
a valued team member. 
 
To donate, go to wglbbo.org/donate or send a 
check to this address:  
 
Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat Observatory 
116 W. Grand Ave., Ste. 207 
Port Washington, WI 53074

Endowment
The Western Great Lakes Bird and Bat 
Observatory Fund was created to provide 
a perpetual source of funding to advance 
the conservation of birds in Wisconsin and 
throughout the Western Great Lakes Region. 
The endowment is managed by the Natural 
Resources Foundation of Wisconsin. In 2020, 
the endowment’s balance increased 11.3%  
to $22,936. 
 
Please contribute to the endowment. 
Contributions can be made either by donating 
online at wisconservation.org/give/endowment-
funds or by sending a check to this address: 
 
Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin 
Attn: Western Great Lakes Bird  
and Bat Observatory Fund 
P.O. Box 2317 
Madison, WI 53701
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